Bylaws of the Burlington Historical Society

Revised & amended November 16, 2008

ARTICLE 1 - Name

The name of this organization shall be the Burlington Historical Society, Inc.

ARTICLE II - Membership, Dues and Voting

Section I 

All meetings shall be conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

Section II

Membership in the Burlington Historical Society, Inc. shall be open to all persons, groups or organizations interested in the purposes of the Society. Upon payment of dues as designated, the applicant shall become a member.

Section III

Dues received from September to December are applicable to the following calendar year. Membership classes shall be:

Individual  

Family

Senior

Business

Life

Contributing

Section IV

The Board of Directors shall determine the amount of annual dues subject to the vote of approval by the general membership at the annual meeting in November.

Section V

Voting: All adults in good standing shall have equal voting rights. 

ARTICLE III - Meetings

Section I

The annual meeting of the Burlington Historical Society shall be held in November, at such time and place as determined by the Board of Directors, for the purpose of electing officers and directors and to receive the annual report of the President, the annual Treasurer’s report and the presentation of the next year’s budget.

Section II

The Board of Directors shall determine the number of monthly meetings to be held each year.

Section III

Special meetings may be called by the President for such time and place as specified in the notice. The President shall call a special meeting at the written request of any three members of the Board.

Section IV

Notice of general membership meetings shall be given to the newspapers and be placed on the announcement board in the entrance to the Burlington Public Library.

Section V

Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at such time as determined by the Board.

Section VI

At any meeting of the Board of Directors a quorum shall consist of one plus half the number of the directors and officers presently sitting on the board.

ARTICLE IV - Elections

Section I

The nominating committee shall present a slate of officers and two directors whose terms have expired at the annual meeting. Election shall be by ballot at the annual meeting unless there is only one nominee for each office and then a voice vote is allowed.

Section II

The officers shall be elected for two-year terms. Directors shall be elected for three-year terms. Officers and Directors may be elected for more than two consecutive terms. 

Section lll

The Office of President shall serve no more than two executive terms. 

The newly elected officers and directors shall be inducted and take office at the first meeting of the board following the vote at the Annual meeting. 

ARTICLE V - Officers and Duties

Section I

The elected officers shall be:

President

Vice-President

Treasurer

Recording Secretary

Section II

Duties:

A. President, chief executive of the Society, shall act as Chairman of the Board of Directors, preside at all meetings, appoint standing committees with the approval of the Board, appoint members to be Curator, Librarian, and Historian with approval by the Board, appoint special committees, render an annual report and perform such duties pertinent to the office.  The president is a member, ex-officio of all committees except the nominating committee.

B. Vice-President shall exercise the functions of the president during the absence or disability of the president, shall be responsible for monitoring compliance with our Bylaws and any state or federal regulations concerning non-profit organizations, shall coordinate Ways and Means and Program events, designated by the Board and shall assume any additional duties as assigned by the Board of Directors.

C. Recording Secretary shall record the minutes of all Board and general membership meetings and keep them in a book. The Recording Secretary shall conduct correspondence and shall have custody of all non-financial records pertaining to the Society.

D. Treasurer shall receive and deposit funds as designated by the Board of Directors, shall keep a proper book of accounts, shall have a yearly audit by the Audit Committee, shall render a report at each meeting, as well as an annual report.  Checks over $1,000 are to be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the President.  A proposed budget should be presented and voted upon at the Annual Meeting.  Any expenditure over $2,500 not presented in the budget at the Annual Meeting must be presented and approved by the Board. 

Compensation: Directors shall not receive compensation for their services as officers/directors. Directors shall not be disqualified from receiving compensation for services rendered to or for the benefit of the society in another capacity.

ARTICLE VI - Board of Directors

Section I

The Board of Directors shall consist of six elected Directors plus the elected officers of the Society.

Section II

The Board of Directors may appoint a counsel for the Society.

Section III

The Society shall maintain indemnification insurance for all officers and directors and liability insurance for the Society.

The Society agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and make whole, the Officers and Directors, to the fullest extent of the law, against claims for damages, losses and expenses, bodily injury, and property damage, to include expenses for attorney’s fees, insurance retentions and other related expenses, arising out of, or that may result from the Officers and Directors performance of their duties for the organization. The Society shall provide to its Trustees the full amount of indemnification that the Society is permitted to provide to such Board Members pursuant to Section 33-1116 to 33-1124, inclusive, of the Connecticut General Statues or any other applicable laws presently or hereafter in effect.

Section IV

At least two months prior to the annual meeting the Board of Directors shall appoint a nominating committee of three members, one member from the Board and two from the Society at large.

Section V

Board members are expected to attend at least half of the Board meetings. The President is empowered to request the resignation of any Board member failing to meet this requirement.

Section VI

Vacancies: In the event of a resignation or incapacity to serve, the Board shall appoint a replacement to fill the unexpired term.

ARTICLE VII - Gifts and Contributions

Section I

All monetary donations to and deposits with the Society shall be entered in the books kept for this purpose and under the custody of the Treasurer.

Section II

The prescribed format for accepting gifts of property shall be as shown in addendum number 1. Upon request, the Burlington Historical Society will provide a receipt for donations. The receipt will provide a description of the donation, but in no instances will this imply or state any assessed value to the donation.

ARTICLE VIII - Special Funds

Monies given for designated purposes shall be kept separate from the general fund. These funds shall be in the custody of the Treasurer.

ARTICLE IX - Amendments

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-third vote of the voting members present at any regular meeting of the Society, providing that the proposed amendment has been presented in writing prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE X - Miscellaneous

Section I

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the articles of association or these bylaws, the Society shall not engage in any activities which are not permitted (1) by a nonprofit corporation exempt from federal corporate tax under section 501©(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or (2) by a nonprofit organization’s contributions which are to be deductible under Section 170©(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Section II

On dissolution of the Society, all of its net assets shall be paid over or transferred to one or more exempt organizations of the kind described in Internal Revenue Code 501©(3) The organization to receive such property shall be designated by the board of directors, preferably a Burlington organization with an interest in Burlington history.

Section III

The invalidity of any provision of these Bylaws shall not affect the other provisions hereof, and in such event these Bylaws shall be construed in all respects as if such invalid provisions were omitted.

These Bylaws supercede any and all previous Bylaws of the Burlington Historical Society, Inc.

Dated:  November 16, 2008
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